Life of Faith

October 2021
224 Benton St. (P.O. Box 418), Leavenworth WA 98826
Phone: 509 548 7010
Email: flcleavenworth@gmail.com
Pastor Nancy Gradwohl 425-877-5131
www.flcleavenworth.com

From Pastor Nancy……
Seasonal change is here! The heat of summer is giving way to cooler temperatures and the vibrant
colors of fall. Soon we will be carving pumpkins and greeting trick or treat kiddos.
The ability to adapt to change has become our way of life. In the effort to control the corona virus and
the delta variant, we receive frequent recommendations to implement safe living for ourselves and our
neighbors. These changes can be confusing as yesterday’s advice is replaced with newer safety
behaviors.
The bishop of the NWIM Synod has cancelled the Convocation that was scheduled for October 25 in
Idaho. The decision was difficult, but necessary, because of the current health care crisis in the state.
Life is complicated; beyond masking, social distancing, and vaccines, we are facing issues around sexual
identity and religious and political practices. Our nation is struggling to address the reality of white
privilege and the systemic racism designed to maintain that privilege at the expense of our brothers
and sisters of color.
As we navigate these incredible social changes, we will undoubtedly make unintentional mistakes that
may offend others. Prejudice can be difficult to identify and more difficult to admit. Let us forgive
others, forgive ourselves and learn from our mistakes. We can be agents of justice and compassion to a
world in need.
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of God—what is acceptable and perfect.
Romans 12:2

DATES TO REMEMBER
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. - Indoor worship, masks required
October 1 – Immigration / Race, Justice Book Study
October 6, 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. – Knitting Group
October 14, 6:30 p.m. – Church Council
October 17 - Barbara Rossing preaching, Tom Witt leading music
October 20, 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. – Knitting Group
October 21 – Immigration/Race, Justice Group regular meeting
October 31 - Reformation Sunday
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CHURCH COUNCIL
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September 9, 2021

•
Pastor Nancy continues outdoor ministry with many
joining her in the church yard. She has prepared Sunday
School lessons for the remainder of the year and continues to
participate in activities at Mountain Meadows assisted living. She
visited her son in Orondo prior to his surgery.
Quilters are meeting on Tuesdays, trial basis. A knitting and other handcraft group meets on
Wednesdays at 1:30 in the Fellowship Hall.
An annual gift was received last month which helped improve our bank balance. There are no
unexpected expenses and we are close to our budget for the year. $1000 was transferred from
the Dream Fund for a Scholarship award.
Major projects have been postponed until later in the fall. This includes church entrance grate
and others.
The worship start time will change to 9:30 October 3 when we plan to resume indoor worship.
The Council recommends mandatory masking for all attending indoor worship. We will suspend
the woodwind/flute performances for a while and continue the online video for those that
would prefer not to attend in person. Our current communion plan will continue without
change, singing with masks is acceptable.
Coffee hour will not yet start again but the Fellowship Hall will be open for masked gathering
and conversations after Sunday Service.
Tricia Cook is doing well in her new position as church bookkeeper. She is reconciling a couple of
minor computer tracking issues. Some of Deanne’s duties were not assigned to Tricia so the
Council reviewed these to make sure they are covered.
Mary Steeber continues receiving information and formatting the newsletter. The deadline is
usually 1 week before the end of each month.
The Reconciling in Christ (RIC) replacement sign is complete and Lisa Therrell will complete the
installation when she is able.
Localtel has completed the router upgrade. Greg Steeber will evaluate the performance of the
new system this month. The cost was approximately $600.
Lawn mowing and general yard work has been assigned to Emmanuel and Gabriel’s company.
They are doing an excellent job.
Morgan Frazier will be using the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays from 9-12 through December
for Preschool, for $25 a week. She may continue into the new year if successful. She will follow
Covid recommendations and do temperature checks on the children regularly.
Calvin University sent a survey to Bev about worship practices during the pandemic. We have
initiated outdoor worship which attracted new members and brought us more closely into our
neighborhood community.
Some Council members went to the sanctuary after the meeting to review seating for indoor
worship during the pandemic.
Next Council meeting will be October 14 at 6:30 PM in person, masked, at church.
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Immigration/Race Justice Group (I/RJG) September 1, 2021
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The amount of $500 has been given to each of two families. One
who lost their home in a fire and the other who needed rental and
other assistance. Alex will see about putting our account online to
better monitor it as now our webpage has a “Donate” link. For tax
deductions, contributors are invited to send a check to Faith
Lutheran, otherwise one can donate on line through PayPal.
The webpage is now ONLINE https://irjgroup.wixsite.com/irjg An “About Us” link
will be added with a brief history of our group including our activities since 2012 plus a “Current
Needs” link. It has a donate link which is now activated!
Our next scheduled book study, covering the last half of Undocumented Americans will be
October 1 during our field trip/dinner out to the carneceria and a Mexican restaurant in E.
Wenatchee.
Conversation surfaced again regarding pursuing a 501.c.3. The biggest hesitation before was the
process of first establishing us as a registered state organization. The benefits (more access to
grant funding) and drawbacks (bureaucracy and shifting of our priorities) were again discussed.
We will call the NCW Community Foundation to see if they could advise us.
One of our members spoke of her visit with one of our immigrant families who appreciated the
resource given. She also had a good personal visit with the husband of the family of four from
Honduras who recently lost their home in a fire. They now have a new residence. Another
member recounted for us the joy of attending a wedding of one of our other families.
One of our members provided a power point summarizing recent studies on micro-loans. It was
her opinion that such a project may not be appropriate for our group and its mission. The group
agreed. She also shared her 10 day experience with the Red Cross as a Disaster Health Services
volunteer. She will work with Icicle Brewery in setting up a community evening fund raiser for
the I/RJG. Our current “logo” will be the “Immigrants Welcome” sticker.
Another member related that she had a visit with Cecilia at Northwest Immigrant Rights Project
(NWIRP) concerning her desire to serve as a volunteer in their office. She will be starting soon.
Assistance Guidelines and Fund Raisers: Good and honest conversation was held regarding our
policy on helping others: Just how long do we continue helping an individual and/or family?
The consensus seems to be that we will continue taking each request individually. Fund raising
was briefly discussed and will continue at our next meeting. Concerns were raised about the
amount of time and energy required for such events, especially during this time of Covid.
Afghanistan Refugees: The I/RJG will fill out a volunteer form indicating our willingness to serve
in some capacity with the statewide “Afghan Refugee Collective.” NWIRP suggested this avenue
of help.
Rapid Response Template was originally developed in 2017 to deal with the eventuality of a
mass ICE raid in our Upper Valley. We briefly reviewed and explained the components. It
designates specific action teams to organize community response and help those families
affected by the raid. In October we will update this document with new team leaders.

Upcoming Meetings:
October 1 – Book Study
October 21 – Regular monthly meeting
Call Alex Schmidt at 548.7012 for details.
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To knitters and all other needlework and handcraft people……

We will be meeting every two weeks in the fellowship
hall. Next meetings are Sept. 29, Oct. 6, Oct. 20. Bring
your projects. If you don't have any projects and just
want to come and check it out, you are welcome. Please
contact Jan Monroe at twotoeheads@gmail.com, if
you have any questions.

Spiritual Practices by Peter Speigel
I am supposed to write a short article on someone’s spiritual practices once every month. That is not too much
to ask, is it? Obviously it is for some of us. So, this month, this will be a little different.

Fly Away
A little over a month ago my father died. He was 95. In the days before he died, he lay in a
semi-conscious state. Since he enjoyed singing, I would sing to him. One of the songs I sang
was 'I’ll fly away in the morning ’(I am particular to the Johnny Cash version). The chorus goes,
“I’ll fly away in the morning, I’ll fly away. When I’m gone hallelujah by and by, I’ll fly away.” Of
course, I only know the chorus, but my father didn’t mind. I tried to get him to imagine himself
as a bird flying away to ease the transition. And then he passed.
The morning after he died, my mother and I were having a solemn breakfast in the kitchen.
After almost 73 years of marriage, this was her first breakfast without him at the table. The
day was clear and the sun was out. Just outside the kitchen
window was a hanging plant. Out of nowhere a goldfinch came
bouncing through the air to the hanging plant. It was the first
goldfinch my mother had seen in months. The goldfinch was no
more than ten feet from us. My mother and I silently watched
the bird while the goldfinch watched us. He must have been
there for five minutes, all the while watching us. When he
was satisfied that my mother was all right, my father flew off.
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October Birthdays

1
2
3
4
5
7
9

Joan Shumate
Mike Camp
Dawn Kranz
Finn Johnson
Carolyn Witt
Reed Carlson
Mary Steeber

11
12
13
16
21
28

Amelia Morgan
Caroline Gibbs
Elise Brulotte
Lola Rieke
Bob Camp
Connie Thomassen

Thanks to all who contributed articles and
general interest information for this
newsletter! Please forward contributions to
Mary Steeber at mary.steeber@gmail.com by
October 22 for the November issue.
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